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More !han 60 different Idods of mosquitoes have 
been identified in NewJersey. AD require_ in their 
immature stagesbut the kind ofwaterthe female selects 
for her eggs varies considerably fmm one species 10 the 
next. The majo.-pestspeclesin COOSIalareascomefrom 
the tidal waIer that collects on salt nwsh wetlands. At 
inlandareas.manyimporlalltpestmosqoitoesdevelopin 
rainpools formed by smnmerthtmdel:slOmLS. Permanem 
swamps mean impotlaDtSOUlCe formosquitoes tbrough­
outtheswe. 

Many ofthe:mosquitoes that cause 8Il11OyllllCe must 
be eliminated by authorized coumy mosquito control 
agencies because of resttictions rcgan:ling work con­
ducted in wetland habillltS. Several important pest MOS­

quitoes. however, breed around the home, and 
homeowners cansubstantiallyreducemosquilO nuisance 
caused by these species. This fact sheet desaibes the 
habits of the most common mosquito pests that breed 
around the home and suggests methods 10 keep your 
prope.ty mosquito-flee. 

The Mosquito Life Cycle 

AD mosquitoes develop from eggs deposited by 
females that have previnusly fed on blood. The female 
mosquito is very specific abonr.where she lays her eggs 
and searchesdiligendy for _thatwill besui1able for 
her offspring. Most ofthe mosquitoes that breed around 
the home require stagnant water rich in decomposing 
organicnwerial. ThisisDOtttueofalimosquiwes;most 
pest species require clean, clear breeding habitats. 

Having located a suitable water source. the female 
mosquitodeposilS the 100-200eggs thatwill produce the 
next generation. Some species lay !heir .eggs directly on 
the W8IeI"S surface; olhets leave their eggs inan area that 
will flood at a laIe:r date. Mosquitoes are aquatic in their 
immah~stages and.without exceplion.require Wale!10 
complete theirdevelopment. Mosquitoes do not breed in 
raIl grass as many people have been Jed 10 believe. 

Each egg that the female lays baIches into an aquatic 
organism that is termed a "mosquilO larva.~ The larval 

stage is wingless, legless and WOI'IJIlilre in appem:ance. 
Mosquito larvae arc very active and move almost con­
tinuouslyas they shatIle 10 the surface 10 obtain oxygen 
and dive 10 the bottom 10 find food. Lamd mosquitoes 
feed on organic matter in the waIer and grow tapidly 
during this stage of their life.. Within days, they enter a 
stage termed the"mosquiro pupa" 10 allow funnaIlon of 
the legs. wings andolberchameterisli.cstlSed in the aduit 
Slage. When this ptocess is complete, the fully fonned 
aduit emerges fmm thepupal ease. The entire life cycle 
from egg to aduitcan becompleled in less !han 10 days 
during periods of favorable temperalUl'eS. 

Mosquitoes are expert fliers and many species can 
range great distances from their breeding sites. Flight, 
however, expends energy and most mosquilO species· 
have exceptionally high energy requirements. Mosqui­
toes obtain energy byfeedingonflowersand COIlvert the 
sugar from DeC1ar as a source of fuel. BOIh male and 
female mosquitoes feedregularly 011 tI.owImI butfemales 
requirebloodlOproduoeferli1eeggs. Asaresult,afemaJe 
mosquito must find a host and bloodfeed before she can 
lay her eggs. Male mosquitoes do DOt lay eggs and. 
therefore, do DOt feed 011 blood. 

Mostofthemosqoitoes thatemergeinthewildnever 
haveCOlllaC!.wilhhomansandobtainblood from themost 
common animals in their habiws. Some species prefer 
birds as blood meal busts and tarely fanclion as pests of 
bnmans. 0Ihets accept a wide I3flge of animal hoslS. 
including humans, and fimclion as pestS whenever they 
occur in DIIlllbels in areas ftequented. by humans. The 
mosquilO species thatbreed arotmd the home are consid­
ered"domesticspeciesH andrarelYl3fIgefarfromhnman 
habitations. AD accept humans as a blood meal host, 
many will enter houses 10 feed and most are regarded as 
significant pests by the average homeowner. 

Mosquitoes that Breed Around the Home 

The northern house mosquilO, Culupipiens, is the 
most common mosquito found in urban and suburban 
areas. This mosquilO will lay its eggs in virtually any 
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receptlIcle coIwwung WIlIer rich in decomposing 0IgaDic 
material. Breeding babi1aIs around \he home include; 
discarded tires, unwashedbird baIbs. cloggedrain gulterS 
and plastic' wading pools allowed to stagnate Ihrougb 
disuse. The mosquito will not lay its eggs in any ofthese 
habitalS if \he WIlIer is 100 dear. Grass cIippiIIgs. dead 
leaves and algae, bowevec, quickly produc:e an infusion 
Ibat is highly aJ:IIlICIive to \he female mosquito. Once \he 
WIlIer begins to foul. \he 1IOl1hem bouse mosquito will 
readily Iaybereggsandwill_anyJeCeplaclecon!aining 
decaying orgaDic IDlItfriaI tbat is foundon yom ptopeny. 

The eastem tree-bole mosquito, AedestriseriI1lus, is 
another fairly common ~r around \he IIome. This 
mosquito lays its eggs in _-holes tbatform in a variety 
ofshade ttees. Tzee.hoiesareactuallyrcn-oursin \he_ 
tn:mk. They often fOlJJl in a crevice where several 
bmncbesmeetorinanmmwbereabraocllbasbeen lost. 
The WIlIer Ibat accomulales in tree holes. bec:ames cx­
eeedingly foul from the decomposition of WOOl" • .:com­
panying\hemuingproc:ess. ThefemaleeassemlRIO-bole 
mosquito ishighlyattIlIcted to ttee-lIole _ and glues 
bereggs justaboYetheWlllerlinewithin\herotllole. The 
eggs batch when rain raises \he _level within this 
unique habitat. Discarded tires that Imp decomposing 
leaves simulate the ttee-IIoIe babiIlIl and me highly 
atttactive to \he eassem tzee.bole mosquito as an egg­
laying site. A single discarded lire in your ,ani can 
produce tenS of thousands of ttee-IIoIe mosquitoes over 
\he course ofaseason. 

Thewhite-dotted mosquito, CuluTutlWIS. and \he 
mouled wing Anopbeles. AnopIusJes ~. can 
also cause lIIIIIOyaoce around the lIome. These species 
share habitat with both of the mosquitoes menlioned 
above and willeruer your home to obtain a blood meal 

Reducing Mosquito Annoyance Around the 
Home 

Mosquito breeding around \he home can be reduced 
sigDificandy by reducing the amount of standing wa\er 
available for mosquito bleeding. 
• 	 Disposeof lin cans, plastic containers, ceramic polS 

or similar WIIIer-bolding containers tbat have ac­
cumulated on your.ptopeny. Do not overlook con­
tainers that have become overgrown by aquatic 
vegelalion. 

• 	 Payspecialattentiontodiscardedti:restbatmayhave 
accumnlated on yom property. The used lire has 
become \he most imponantdomestic mosquilD pr0­

ducer in this country. 
• 	 Drill boles in thebouom ofrecycling containers Ihal 

" 

.aeleft JUtofdoors. Drainageholestbatarelocated 
on \he sides collect enough WIlIer fur mosquitoes·1D 
breed in. 

• 	 Clean clogged roof goners on an annnaI basis. 
panicnlarlyiftheleavesfromsurroundingtteeshave 
a tendency to plug up the drains. Roof gutters are 
easily overlooked butcan produce millions ofmos­
quitoes each season. 

• 	 Tum over plastic wading pools when DOt in use. A 
wadingpool becomesalIlQSquito producerifitis not 
nsed on a regnlar basis. 

• 	 Tum over wheelbarrows and do not allow wa\er to 
sragua!einbirdbaths. Botbprovide breeding habitat 
fur domesIic mosquitoes. 

• 	 Aerate ornamental pools or stnc:k them with [ISh. 
, Wilier gardens are fashiOllable but become I1lI\iOr 

mosquilD producers if they are allowed to Stagnate. 
• 	 Clean and cblorinate swimming pools that are not 

being used. A swimtuing pool tbat is lef( ""!elided 
by a family that goes on vacalion fur a month can 
p!'IlI1uce enougb mosquitoes to result in neighbot­
hood-wide complaints. Be aware tbat mosquitoes 
may even breed in the water that collects on swim­
tuing pool covers. 

• 	 Use landscaping to eiirninare Standing water that 
collects on your property. Mosquitoes will develop 
in any puddle tbat lasts more than 4 days. 

Obtaining Additional Information on 
Mosquitoes and Their Control 

, H the methods outlined in this fact sbeet do not 
siguificandy alleviate mosquito annoyance around your 
home. the mosquitoes causing the problem are pxobably 
coming from breeding habitat tbat is notlocaledon your 
ptopeay. Mosquitoes that breed in permanent swamp 
habitats willllavel 1·2 miles in quest of a blood meal. 
Mosquitoes tbat emanate from floodwa\er habitats can 
cause nuisance 10-20 miles from their breeding source. 
Mosquito control is organized by county in New Jersey 
and your county mosquitoconlrol agency has the exper­
tise to inspect your ptoperty. collect biting adults and 
determine \he source of \he pxoblem. Your county 
mosquito COIlwl agency can also provide additioaal 
information on mosquitoes.. \he diseases they tcmsmit 
and the best methods fur their control. 
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